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Our colourful front garden
Chris and Colette Jones
From the editor: Welcome to this special online only edition of Kaleidoscope. Our front
page picture of a flower filled garden reminds us that despite all there is still pleasure
to be found in our own homes. Send me your garden photos and I will try to create a
collage for the next issue.
Also in this issue there are poems, paintings, and puzzles, a walk with the ancient
Romans, some moments of reflection, and a look back at how one community took a
momentous decision for the good of others.
The future remains uncertain, though the lockdown is being slowly lifted. In the
meantime please email your contributions for the next online edition to me at
kaleidoscope-editor@outlook.com and keep checking the 3Ls website for updates. If
you know of fellow members who may not see this issue remind them to sign up for
the latest 3Ls news on the website
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From the Trustees
You will all be anxious to know if courses will begin again in September. However we
are at present unable to give you an answer. Although the government has eased
some restrictions it is unlikely that significant changes will take place for some
months, particularly for people considered vulnerable. Clearly we will need to follow
recommendations on social distancing, within classes and at changeover times, which
would suggest fewer and smaller classes. During the current lockdown a number of
tutors have been offering independent online tuition to their classes and the trustees
will be reviewing the feedback from the tutors to consider if this offers a possible way
forward. In general, although some tentative discussions have been held, with the
current uncertainty the trustees are unable to make firm plans. However when we do
formulate a “road map” - with a clear route - we will share it with the membership.
In the meantime keep checking the website, and stay safe, support the NHS and
listen out for Government advice.

Norman Simpson
We are sorry to announce the death in April of our Treasurer, Norman Simpson,
following a period of ill health.
Norman became a 3Ls Trustee and Treasurer in 2014. With his extensive financial
management and accountancy experience, he proved invaluable to us in ensuring
our finances and accounting practices were managed in a professional way.
His abilities were equally matched by his very likeable, cheerful personality, and he
was popular with all who met and worked with him. Beyond the 3Ls he was also a
keen supporter of Wirral RFC. He will be greatly missed, and we convey our deep
sympathy to his wife, Sue.

§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§

A LITTLE PIECE ABOUT LIFE NOW
Life is a complex jigsaw sometimes we need a hand to complete it, however, people rush it trying
to force pieces to make them fit, or we start a new puzzle - there is never not a new puzzle.
From Iris O’Brien’s grandson
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Social Isolation 360 years ago
In the 1660's the villagers of Eyam in Derbyshire put
themselves into isolation because of the plague. It was
thought to have been brought into the village in a bale of
cloth from London, where the disease had killed thousands,
which was teeming with fleas carrying the bubonic plague.
The villagers, with great foresight, agreed to cut themselves
off from their neighbouring villages to prevent spread of
infection. It ended with the loss of 260 lives but no doubt
saved many more.
Food and provisions were brought to the outskirts of Eyam by
nearby villagers. Money to pay for the food was placed in
vinegar in a hole in a rock.
With our current situation in lockdown we can perhaps learn
lessons from the sacrifice these people paid. If we all pull
together we can get through and be wiser and stronger in the
future. We can do our best stop the spread of coronavirus and
help save as many lives as possible.

The fatal bale of cloth,
from a stained glass
window in Eyam

You can find out more about this moving story on the Eyam Museum website or
elsewhere on the internet.
Frances Wilson
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What have you got on your coffee table to occupy the time ?
Here is a list of items in
front of me. Clockwise from
top left:
The Banana Grams book of
word puzzles, (I have to use
the bag of tiles for these.)
English Heritage and
National Trust Magazines (I
have been reading from
cover to cover and find them
a lot more interesting than I
imagined).
RSPB magazine , also well read .
AA book of roadmap puzzles (bought as a
present for husband, he does them I don’t)
Social History Book, back ground reading for
Family History research.
The Mirror and the Light, just a few pages a
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day to stay immersed in
Tudor England.
TV remote...thank goodness
for Murder she wrote; there
are so many episodes to
catch up.
Waitrose food magazine - so
much time to spend on meal
planning now, chance to
experiment with new recipes.
Weekly quizzes sent on line
from an enterprising
landlord in Nantwich.
Playing cards, for a game before our meal
each evening.
Oh yes I forgot the wine glass.…
Cheers !

Gill Gladwin
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Cheltenham in Spring
David Bickford

In memory of Gareth
Linda Booton-Parry
Kaleidoscope Special Issue 1, May 2020

Leisure, Laughter and Learning - in Lockdown

4

HANDS
I washed my hands this morning,
So very clean and white.
I washed my hands this evening,
Before putting out the light.
In between I washed them,
All the live long day.
I washed and washed and washed them,
Almost washing them away.
But when I awoke this morning,
My hands they were not there.
They left a note. It read.
We've had enough of this washing,
It's wearing us away.
We've gone and joined a commune,
With others who've run away.
You washed and washed and washed us,
Our skin is terribly terribly thin.
You didn't care about how we felt,
Even scrubbing us with Vim.
I replied using a pen between my teeth.
This really is most awkward,
Now that you've run away.
I simply cannot do without you,
In every kind of way,
I'll try to be more caring,
After every single wash.
With oils and creams and massage,
And a very gentle touch.
Oh please Oh please come back to me,
Without you I'm no good.
I promise to be more careful,
Like a dutiful owner should.
I'll look after your paper thin skin,
Your lines and wrinkles too.
Until this virus is in the bin,
I'll be very kind to you.
Next morning they had returned.

Beryl Jones
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Kaleidoscope Quiz
Test your general knowledge with this brainteaser from Quizmaster Andy Green and
reveal the message hidden in the answers. (see page 9)
1. On a standard die, which number is directly opposite 4?
2. What is the capital of Peru?
3. Who wrote the lyrics to the West Side Story songs?
4. What is the chemical symbol for Potassium?
5. What is the name of the cold-hearted miser in A Christmas Carol!
6.

Which Brazilian was twice crowned Formula 1 Champion in the

1970’s?
7. What is the name of the grasslands of South America?
8. Which brass instrument is named after an American composer?
9. In the RAF, what is the equivalent rank to Admiral and
General?
10. Which English group topped the charts in 1964 with
Juliet?
11.

Who played Samantha in the TV series “Bewitched?”

??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

Time for your close-up!
Can you identify the familiar household objects from these macro images, taken by David
Higginbottom, from the Photography class. (answers page 9)

B

C

A

E

D
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Wirral’s ‘Roman Road’
Walk along the Lever Causeway away from Bebington, turn
right at the end just before Little Storeton, pass in front of a
small group of houses and you have reached Wirral’s
‘Roman Road’, Follow the signpost to Prenton. It will lead
you along a bridleway between hedgerows and across the
fields as if you were in the middle of the countryside. By the
beginning of May the hedges have grown up and are full of
hawthorn blossom, or ‘May’. The leaves have the bright
green freshness of spring. There are clumps of white
Greater Stitchwort, pink Herb Robert and the white froth of
cow parsley. It you use your imagination you might be
walking one of those paths through the woods in southern
Brittany which lead down to the sea.

Roman Road path shown in yellow

The way can be muddy after rain, but set in the ground are slabs of local
red sandstone, much worn over the years, which give a clue to this path’s
origins. Needless to say they have nothing to do with the Romans, or
monks; an alternative name for the path is the ‘Monks’ Stepping Stones’.
This is obviously a very old track, but both names are misleading. As the
antiquarian Harold Young wrote over a century ago That an occasional
monk may have stepped along these stones is quite probable, and there
can be little doubt that sometimes a stray Roman may have used this
very lane nearly two thousand years ago*, but it has no more right to
either name than any other lane in the neighbourhood.
The Monks’ Steps

In nearby Storeton are the remains of Storeton Hall, built for the Stanley family in the
fourteenth century and it is reasonable to assume that this old track led to the hall in the days
when packhorses were the usual way of transporting goods.
The path leads to Prenton Golf Course, lacking golfers at the
time of writing, but still manicured – you may even hear a distant
mower. As you cross the golf course, stand in the middle of the
fairway and admire the view before the golfers return [watch out
now - ed!] Follow the lane on the far side, officially called Roman
Road, past the Saddle Club and turn right past Prenton Old Hall
into Prenton Dell Road
Golf course fairway

You can return to Lever Causeway via Prenton Hall Road, Pine
Walks (note the fine early 20th century houses), Mountwood, and Mount Road. The whole
circuit is about 3 miles - with possible variations.
Kay Parrott
* actually there is very little evidence of Romans in Wirral
What’s your favourite walk from home? Send it to me at kaleidoscope-editor@outlook.com
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Scene from a Tunisian Temple Garden - Copy of a painting by Paul Klee

Learning a new skill is good for the “little grey cells” apparently so in September last year I began
Watercolour for Beginners with our new 3Ls Art tutor, Martin Regan. Whilst teaching us the
basics, Martin also introduced us to some of his favourite artists, one in particular being Paul Klee,
I found this quite liberating as my picture did not have to actually look like anything else! Klee’s
use of colour is also quite beautiful so I really enjoyed these lessons.
Born in 1879 in Switzerland, Klee proved very talented at an early age with both art and the violin!
In fact it was assumed that Paul would become a professional musician but in his teens he settled
on art as a profession. Like most artists, fame took its time arriving and he was unique for that
period in taking almost sole charge of his son, Felix while his wife, who was a professional pianist
kept working! Felix recalled Klee making him toys including a puppet theatre with over 40 puppets.
A seminal moment for Klee however was when he visited Tunisia with friends in 1913 and became
enthralled with the light and landscape there commenting “Colour has taken possession of me; I
no longer have to chase after it ..... colour and I are one. I am a painter”. In April 1919 Klee was
invited to join the famous Bauhaus in Weimar. This could be considered the birthplace of German
modernism and he taught there for ten years before moving on to the Dusseldorf Academy.
Sadly, once the Nazi regime denounced Klee and other artists of the time as “degenerate” and
described their work as “subversive”. Klee continued painting although his health was suffering
and in June, 1940, he died at the age of 61.
When he died he left more than 9,000 works of art as well as many publications, diaries and other
writings. His varied and prolific work in watercolour, pen, pencil, oils, gouache, ink, pastel and
etching has influenced generations of artists so it seemed a good time, in lockdown, to try to copy
one of his pictures as an exercise in colour. Tim, our Kaleidoscope editor, asked why I hadn’t done
my own picture, in the style of Klee! However, I think my “little grey cells” need more time to get
inside his head before I do that and when you look at my poor copy, you will probably understand
why! [Gillian is too modest. Ed.]
Gillian Bolt
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UNITY, NOT IMPUNITY.
We didn't expect to be all at war, a war where the enemy's hiding.
Where we're all in one army, no one, we hope, is with the enemy siding.
It's hard to accept that we have no choice, that though we must fight together,
It's isolation, no contact at all, that may ensure that this crisis we'll weather.
That, and the efforts of many key workers, they all have a valid role,
Fighting, eradicating a vicious virus, that is the ultimate goal.
We too should do what's best for the world, even the idiots who won't hear,
Those who obviously thoroughly deserve a proverbial boot up the rear!
So, everybody, please stay at home, don't go on others acalling,
Accept that ninety nine plus per cent of us regard that as quite appalling.
At best, it's thoughtless stupidity, it won't make this war any shorter,
At worst, it could cause you hopefully, to be charged with attempted manslaughter!
H B-G.

A woman bored in lockdown ordered herself a classy pair of
headphones online - very cool with personalised engraving.
When they arrived the engraving read ‘Leave with neighbour if
not in”. Oops!
From David Bickford.

Answers to quiz and concealed message - work it out!

1. 3; 2. Lima; 3. Stephen Sondheim; 4. K; 5. Ebenezer Scrooge; 6. Emerson Fittipaldi
7. Pampas; 8. Sousaphone; 9. Air Chief Marshal; 10. Four Pennies; 11. Elizabeth
Montgomery

;

Solution to macro photography quiz

A

B
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