Kaleidoscope
Issue 94 Spring 2022
Online edition

The 3Ls Choir Christmas Concert
at Thornton Manor
“Was this Wirral 3Ls’ most prestigious event… ever?’’ Stella McGann, Music Director . For more
see pages 5 and 6..
: Welcome to the Spring edition of Kaleidoscope. This issue is slightly unusual;
I received many more contributions than I could include in the standard eight printed pages
so in order not to disappoint those hoping to see their work published I have also created this
expanded online version.
In this issue you will find, poems, memoirs, local history, photos and artworks, and a short
quiz. I hope you enjoy reading it.
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Holy Orders - A Nautical Tale from Peter Daniel
Whilst in command of a cargo vessel sailing between Honduras to New York carrying
bananas, I was informed by the ship’s agent that I
would be carrying two nuns between Honduras and
New York, and they would be joining the ship, late at
night, as the time of departure was to be in the early
hours of the morning. The vessel did not normally carry
passengers, but there was an owner’s suite on board,
and if no company representatives were travelling, the
owner’s suite was used to carry two passengers. The
owner’s suite was adjacent to the Master’s
accommodation.
I was called around midnight ready for sailing, and en route to the
bridge, I noticed the door of the owner’s suite ajar. I knocked on the
door and was greeted by two nuns. An American, Sister Angela,
and one from Belize, Sister Maria. I introduced myself, and Sister
Angela said “Do you mind carrying two off beat nuns to New York
Captain, do you mind if we do not wear our habits, and dress more
casual”? Of course not I replied. I wished them good night and
proceeded to the bridge.
At breakfast in the morning the nuns were seated at my table with two officers; much to the
delight of the officers, they were dressed in jeans and T shirts. Adjacent to the dining room is
the Officers’ bar where coffee is served after the evening meal. At the end of the evening meal
on the first day at sea, one of the officers who was rather portly, put his arm around one of the
nuns and the two of them got stuck in the door way between the bar and dining room. When
we entered the bar area, I took the officer to one side,
he apologised for his behaviour. After coffee, the two
nuns decided to retire early. The nuns were taking a
stroll around the boat deck. I apologised to the nuns
for the officer’s behaviour. “Don’t worry Captain,”
Sister Angela said. “We are both teaching nuns in la
Ceba Honduras. We have a roll call before school. If
any girl is missing , we phone up the parents, and
often we are told the girl has left home for school.
Sister Maria knows where they will be. Sister Maria
has been round all the night clubs, found the girls,
given them a clip round the ears, and told them to get back to school. You do not need to
worry Captain, Sister Maria has a Black Belt in Judo”. The Officer concerned was very
sheepish after that.

Kaleidoscope Spring 2022

Leisure, Laughter and Learning for the (mainly) over 50s

Page 2

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

Kaleidoscope Spring 2022

Leisure, Laughter and Learning for the (mainly) over 50s

Page 3

New Ferry Baths, by Frances Wilson
My memories of growing up often make me smile,
Carefree days of playing out when I could run a mile.
Hopscotch was played in front of our house, chalk numbers on the pavement.
My mum watched on smoking a Woodbine and chatting with our neighbours.
Their names are all still etched on my brain, Mrs Fayland, Finegan and Hind
A friendly group who laughed a lot and to us were always kind.
New Ferry baths was a favourite place for friends and I to spend time.
A ten minute walk away with fingers crossed for the weather to stay fine.
Young Frances
We all set off with our towels and cossies, tightly clutching our entrance money.
Lunch was jam or paste butties or if we were lucky maybe bread and honey.
The pool was massive and always seemed crowded, it was fun and noisy and COLD!!
We stayed in the shallow end splashing and playing, jumping in if we felt bold.
The surrounding park was huge and grassy and we'd go there after our dip.
A bottle of pop was passed around from which we'd all have a sip.
After eating our sandwiches a few games would be played, maybe tick or catching a ball.
We'd play hide and seek behind some big trees then again the water would call.
More time was spent improving our swimming closer to where the water was deep.
Then time to go home, happy and tired and that night we'd have a good sleep.
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Ancestral Bounty -Sue Elston has a story to tell…
Background ... The Mutiny on
the Bounty happened 1789. Mutineers outgrew Pitcairn Island
and moved to Norfolk Island in
1852. George Hunn Nobbs was
the Pastor, Teacher and Physician to the Mutineers and the
Tahitians who had joined them.

George Nobbs

Fast Forward ... I met my
mother’s cousin at a funeral and as we
chatted he said we could be connected to the
Mutineers on the Bounty. A couple of years
later, we met again and this time discussed
visiting Norfolk Island in the South Pacific, in
search of family history. My maternal
grandmother was a ‘Nobbs’ the same
surname my mother’s cousin. That was my
calling card, so to speak. Plans were made
and we set off not once but three times to find
out more and experience life on Norfolk
Island.
I have received visitors from Sydney and
Norfolk Island to my home here in Wirral.
Kaleidoscope Spring 2022

Firstly a direct descendant of
George Hunn Nobbs. He was
the Dean of Divinity of Sydney
Theological College and
secondly a descendant of
Fletcher Christian. We have
visited their homes too and
enjoyed their hospitality.

Where is this leading? ... Cannot prove a link
but it is a story that gives a purpose for
visiting a remote island which has its place in
history. On one visit to the island, 8 people
came to the airport to give us a send off. I
went on local radio in search of a gentleman
who used to live in Ford Road, Upton and
had attended St. Mary’s Church, just months
earlier. He was found within a couple of
days and we really hit it off! Another tale to
tell is that when I used a taxi last year, the
driver was a cousin of the Governor of the
Island! I wrote to the editor of the Island’s
online newspaper and she passed on my
news to the Governor!
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Thoughts from the Choir on the 3LS Christmas Concert at Thornton Manor
Oh What a Night … and Day! Out of the gloom of winter, and the very real trepidation
about whether Christmas with families would actually materialise, our two unexpected
events at Thornton Manor, shone like beacons of hope and joy! It was just fantastic to be
able to perform in such a glorious setting, with the grandeur of the Hall, the cheerful blaze
of open fires and the beautiful, traditional festive decorations. It was a day/evening when
we truly sparkled, were enthusiastically appreciated by our audiences, and we were all left
with a continuing glow of warmth and happiness. What a glorious start to Christmas!
Marie - Alto
Black, sparkles, red bow ties
Singing our hearts out
In halls of Victorian splendour
Inspired by our audience
Roaring fires and Christmas trees
So happy together.

Judith - Soprano

Fantastic night, glorious venue and wonderful audience; this event made my Christmas…..
The music room at Thornton Manor
Was everything we could desire.
An open fire, Christmas trees and lights
Were perfect for our choir.
Acoustics were good, our tone just right,
The singing both quiet and loud.
We loved it all, we had a ball
And hope we did Stella proud.
Our voices soared up to the roof,
The singing so sweet and clear.
The whole concert was inspirational,
But ended all too soon we hear.
We all felt such joy that morn,
To sing in such a sumptuous room.
So fingers crossed and eyes crossed too,
We'll be asked to return there very soon.
by Beryl - Soprano
On Thursday, 16th December 2021 at Thornton Hough, the 3Ls Choir, for several hours,
became the Choral Lords and Ladies of the Manor. Tony
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Thoughts from the Choir on the 3LS Christmas Concert at Thornton Manor
It was how I had always imagined Christmas past in a grand house. We just needed Maggie
Smith, as the Dowager Lady Grantham, to swish through the grand hall scattering flunkies in
her wake. There were open fires blazing in huge, magnificent hearths garlanded with greenery
and berries. Christmas trees brightly festooned the corners of each room. Beautifully
upholstered sofas, in bright oranges and creams, peeped through open doorways.
When Stella, our amazingly resourceful Music Director, first announced to the choir that we
would be holding our Christmas concert in the fabulous setting of the Music Room at
Thornton Manor, there was a collective gasp. When she went on to say that the owner of
Thornton Manor had booked us to perform a pre-dinner Carol Concert for the Bentley
Owners’ Association Christmas Dinner that same evening, there were some wobbly legs, but
the choir spirit prevailed and we were so up for it!
What a triumphant return for the 3Ls choir after such a long, Covid-enforced absence. Driving
through the impressive gates of Thornton Manor and parking in front of the house at 10:00
a.m. in our black and silver glittery, posh frocks, the men in dinner jackets and red bow ties,
we matched the glory of the house! Our Christmas repertoire was ecstatically received by
family and friends in our audience under the domed mural ceiling of the wonderful Music
Room. “O Holy Night” was a clear favourite and the sheer joy of singing together again was
more than evident to everyone in the room.
Our evening gig was like a scene from a Broadway Musical of the 1950s. Waitresses with
trays of champagne flutes hovered between elegant ladies clad in gold, silver and black gowns
and men in classy tuxedos. The guests gradually assembled around the choir in the festively
decked hall, drawn towards the sound of carols. It was clear from their faces how much they
were enjoying hearing live singing again. Indeed, at the end of the concert a speech of thanks
was given and followed up by a very enthusiastic letter of appreciation and invitation to
return next year.
As for the choir, what a wonderful start to our Christmas festivities. We were buzzing for
days afterwards! The whole experience will long live in the memory. Well done Maestro
Stella! The 3LS choir is well and truly back! Alison - Alto
After twenty months of lockdown, returning October last, and just eight weeks of choir
practice, we collectively gave two Christmas Carols performances at Thornton Manor which
were well received. And all thanks to 3Ls! We could not have done it without the 3Ls staff
'sticking in' throughout this most trying period. Huge thanks. John
It made my Christmas. Anne
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TIME!
"Last Orders!" Comes the deafening boom.
"You drink in the 'Last Chance Saloon".
Don't gainsay tempest, blaze & flood,
The avalanche, encroaching mud.
But smell the coffee - & beware
That as you strip the forests bare,
The oceans choke & drown in waste,
Clock's ticking down to win the race.
Conspiracies & fake news, lies,
Will not arrest the rising tides;
Exit the kitchen, quit the heat,
Relieve, restore, earth's blistering feet.
With every swig, from every jar,
Imbibed at "Desecration's Bar",
The tab for life mounts ever fast;
When credit's drained,
You've drunk your last.
The hour has come to pay the bill.
Time's being called.
You've had your fill.....
Anthea Robertson
November 2021
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Quick Kaleidoscope Quiz - Double Definitions
Each half of the question will give the same single word answer e.g. Ascended: a national emblem =
rose. Answers below.
1. Unplanned: in music, a sharp or a flat

7. Seashore: to drift without the use of power

2. A movement of the sea: a valedictory gesture

8. A European nobleman: to be of significance

3. Sacred: discover water

9. Sob: mammalian fat

4. Ponder moodily: children of the household

10. Furnace: to make good progress

5. Low temperature: a viral infection

11. Sore: a contractor’s submission for work

6. Time of the year: flavour food

12. Rifle part: farm animals
Answers
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Photographers’ Gallery

Allan Timms - Robin’s Rebels in Port Sunlight

Mary Fairfield - Greenacres Animal Park

Pam Hasell Cornus at Dunham Massey

Paul Fairfield - Liverpool at Sunset
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Photographers’ Gallery

Ken Davies
Early Morning in Hoylake

Ken Davies
Wind Farm from Moels

Mary Fairfield
Greenacres Animal Park

Pam Hasell
Snowdrops
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Storeton Has (Roman) History, by John Lee
underneath the rails so
It all started some
leaving sufficient space
nineteen hundred
between for horses to
years ago when the
tread. Much use of the
Romans occupied
stone has been made
England. With a
locally and many field and
garrison city at Chester
garden walls in Bebington
and a camp at Meols
have been constructed
there were frequent
from it. Buildings which
visits to Wirral by
have used the white
Roman personnel. The
stone for facing or
main mode of transport
construction include the
then was on foot,
Empire State Building,
particularly along
Birkenhead Town Hall, St.
higher areas such as
Andrew’s church
ridge-tops as these
(Bebington), and Marks
afforded greater
Storeton Quarry,
and Spencer in Liverpool.
observation and safety.
Philip Paice,
Williamson Art Gallery
One such pathway was
In 1837 evidence of
through the area now
dinosaurs was found during quarrying.
known as Higher Bebington, possibly
following the route of present-day Mount Some 60 ft. down the quarry face,
footprints were discovered estimated to
Road.
be 250 million years old. The prints were
unique to science and, as they were
It was along this path (now Storeton
similar to a man’s hand, the animal was
Wood) that Romans discovered an
attractive and unusual white stone (now referred to as the Hand Beast with the
scientific, chirotherium. A replica of the
known as Keuper Sandstone) They
recognised its potential as of ceremonial print may be found in Victoria Hall.
value and quarrying started. Roman
artefacts made from Storeton stone can The quarries were filled with spoil after
work stopped in 1925. Today the area is
be seen in the Grosvenor Museum,
Chester. Quarrying continued long after woodland divided into two parts by Rest
Hill Road: Hancocks Wood, site of the
the Romans had left.
radio mast is owned and managed by
Leverhulme Estates; Scots Wood on the
George Stephenson valued strength of
Lever Causeway side is owned by the
Storeton stone and used it to make
sleepers for the first commercial railway Woodland Trust but managed by a local
in 1830. He designed a tramway system group of volunteers, the Friends of
Storeton Woods.
to transfer the stone to Bromborough
Dock using trucks horse-drawn trucks.
Sleepers were laid longitudinally

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
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Time, Chance & Composers
Sit down as the music pours forth but can it ever play fast enough to outpace racing
thoughts? Looking around the class you see some motionless whilst others tap their
feet in response to the rhythm but can anybody guess what’s happening inside
those heads. The occasional gratuitous sounds too- a whirring drill as an
accompaniment to Baroque melody as room J undergoes repair. Other noises drift in
through the open windows, a plane, somebody hammering and seagulls calling but
curiously they seem to fit in with the music unlike the drill. Even water dripping
from a leaky ceiling can be distinguished during one of the quieter passages.
Imagine all the composers of the past lined up in one place. Here’s a
superstar and around him all the unfortunate contemporaries
overshadowed by him for their entire career. Here’s a lucky man
whom time and chance put in the right place. Everything came easy
for him as he burst upon the scene in a nation where there was very
little experience of professional music. Over there stands someone
who remained grateful to his teachers, respecting all those who
helped him on his way and paying something back by encouraging
G F Telemann :
new talent and funding new enterprises. Next to him a person who
Unhappy life
bitches about everybody, showing nothing but contempt for his
teachers and associates.
Some are from musical dynasties and others not so. Some suffer
positive discouragement from parents who have other plans for
their offspring. Some died tragically when barely out of their
teens, giving us just a glimpse of what might have been had they
matured. Here are the happily married, the twice married, the
deserted and those left on the shelf. Others have family like a
millstone around their necks.

Thos. Linley:
Died young

So rank upon rank of individuals constrained by the times they
lived in, their background and upbringing, the instruments
available to them. Troublesome employers, difficulties travelling and uncertain
communications. Experiencing family commitments and different degrees of
competition from rivals but all sharing the same wondrous creative gift to a greater
or lesser degree. And all with the same advantage they share with painters over the
poet, dramatist and novelist- that their work by breaking through the language
barrier is instantly accessible to everyone on the planet.
Margaret Elston
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Artists’ Gallery

Menai Bridge - Carol Chambers

Canoeists - Charles Keenan

Calligraphy Club
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Creative Writing Challenge
Students from the Creative Writing Class were asked to write a piece of roughly fifty words here are some of the results.
The Pen
Given by her parents with love on her first day at grammar school, cherished and used for exams,
dissertation and doctorate. For letters of friendship, love and then rejection. Letters of condolence too many. Shopping lists and notes for the milkman, Her first novel and now like her, worn out.
Steve Reynolds

The Mysterious Dice ( extract)
Niamh (Neev) had first seen the mysterious dice when she was twelve. It was so large and
gleaming white. Not a natural white. It was luminous. The symbols on each side were black and
silver. Niamh thought the silver ones must be better, kinder or happier than the black squiggles
and patterns. But that was when she was twelve and Niamh had grown wiser now.
Alison Shead
The Tenerife hen night was reaching its conclusion. They’d arrived at the nightclub where a
small, painted man wearing a tiny jock strap was trying to entice them in. They all knew what
to expect inside but were quite surprised when eventually in broad Scouse he asked “are yous
all coming in then?”
Shelagh Toolan
Creative Writing brings out in words the inner genius that is in us all. Sometimes humorous, sometimes tragic, sometimes mischievous, sometimes great and sometimes
plain boring.
Everyone can dream but dreams need to be expressed or they remain trapped in the
dreamer like an animal that has been snared.
Dave Halliwell

How Monkeys became Man (extract)
The monkeys lived happily in the arboreal world they were born to. Everywhere they went
whether walking, leaping or swinging from branch to branch the trees guarded and largely fed
them.
A young monkey sat on the branch of a tree and was looking out at the scenery.
The forest was going and the sea was coming; their world was changing.
John Fogarty
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Creative Writing Challenge (Cont.)
Winter Warmer
You’re my winter warmer.
With thick sweaters,

You are sadness

anoraks and

and sunny

email letters.

muddy pants

You are red wine

and funny.

and fireside chats;
snoring, lunches

And far too clever

and cats.

at scrabble.
Sue McBride

Crumple Therapy
At the Spa of Happiness a new treatment was being trialled. The word got out,
now it’s a cult thing.
Breathe deeply, take a sheet of music. Crumple it slowly, then fiercely. Feel your
anger fade away.
Release your fist, smooth and caress the paper.
Join the club.
Judith Railton

Palm trees danced in the winds
A crashing ocean sent exuberant spray into the azure sky
Immaculate pool boys clad in white endlessly rearranged seating
And tended unrealised needs
In the warm air, Music mingled with aromas of cooking.
A fourteen-day idyllic escape…
Why am in now in England in the rain and cold?
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From the Trustees
Members will be anxious to know when we can return to full classes without
the present limits on numbers or duration. The trustees are in continuing
discussion with senior officers of Wirral Council with a view to relaxing
restrictions on room capacities.
We have stressed the importance of 3Ls to the health and mental well-being
of our members, as well as our concerns over our long-term viability, and
they do understand this.
Although we have made progress, the present limits are unlikely to change
in time for Summer term and the Course Programme reflects this. However
we are optimistic we will be able to offer a full range of courses from
September with satisfactory class sizes (and coffee breaks!). Of course, in a
Covid world, nothing is certain.
In the mailing sent to current members you will find voting forms to elect
new and returning Trustees at the next AGM – please cast your votes.

ENROL NOW FOR NEXT TERM!
Enrolments are restricted to members only until the end of term on 1st April.
Any current 3Ls member can enrol on any course on a first come, first served,
basis, and there is no priority for members currently on a particular course to
continue with that course.
Class lists open for enrolments on 14th March. It is a good idea to have your
payment (cheque, cash or card) available at that time to avoid disappointment.
Please note places cannot be reserved without payment, and we are unable to
make reductions to allow for members’ absences. From Monday 4th April
courses are open to the general public.

Term dates
Term starts
Half term
Resumes
Term ends
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Monday 25th April
Monday 30th May - Friday 10th June
Monday 13th June
Friday 15th July
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